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USING THE ATAHUALPA THEME - ! .9DLbb9wΩ{ D¦L59 

Bytesforall, who produce the Atahualpa theme, have an excellent support forum which I use 

regularly.  

Note  -  December 2010  

¶ If you install Atahualpa via the Wordpress dashboard you will install version 3.4.9 

¶ I HIGHLY RECOMMEND  that you install the LATEST available version which is 

available to download from http://wordpress.bytesforall.com/  

¶ You will need to ftp the theme to your site (see p42) 

¶ At the time of writing this, the latest version is 3.5.3 

None of the links included in the text are affiliate links.  ALL the tools/software I use are 

FREE. 

I am going to show you how to use this theme by designing a site ς and describing the 

ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǎǘŜǇ ōȅ ǎǘŜǇΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ this guide ς there are too 

many.  The aim of this guide is to encourage you to experiment with the theme options. 

USING THE VIDEOS 

ALL THE INSTRUCTIONS are here in writing in this guide.  

I have also made some videos to accompany the guide ς as an alternative teaching aid.  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƴ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛŘŜΦ  ¦ǎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘŜǾŜǊ όƻǊ ōƻǘƘύ 

method of learning suits you best. 

To view the videos, just click on the camera icons.  

NOTE:  You will have to be connected to the internet using a broadband connection to 

view the videos.  

INTRODUCTION 

Before you ask ς according to Wikipedia Atahualpa (pronounced ata-wal-Ǉŀύ άǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ 

sovereign emperor of the Tahuantinsuyu, or the Inca EmpireΔ 

WHAT CAN YOU DO WITH THE ATAHUALPA THEME? 

The short answer to that question is ς pretty much anything.  It is one of the most versatile 

and customisable themes available.  It allows for anything from a 1 column to 5 column 

layout. 

http://forum.bytesforall.com/forumdisplay.php?f=2
http://wordpress.bytesforall.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atahualpa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inca_Empire
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You can choose which pages the sidebars are displayed on ς so, for example, you could have 

a one column, sales type page as your front page and 3 column pages for the rest of your 

site.  The choice and variety are totally flexible. 

With Atahualpa you can create your own design ς or if you find a theme, or colour scheme 

you like you can recreate all or part of them using this theme. 

ABOUT THIS GUIDE 

¶ This guide will not teach you how to use EVERY SINGLE theme option.  The aim of 

this guide is to teach you HOW TO LEARN TO USE this theme. 

¶ This guide will not teach you how to use Wordpress.  For the purposes of this guide, 

LΩǾŜ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǳǎƛƴƎ ²ƻǊŘǇǊŜǎǎΦ 

¶ This guide will teach you how to use the theme by working through designing a site. 

¶ The theme options covered are those I used as I was designing the site. 

¶ Experimentation is the best way to learn Atahualpa.  Experiment with some of the 

other theme options. 

If you have no idea what you want your site to look like, take a look around the internet and 

ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜΦ  Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ²ƻǊŘǇǊŜǎǎ ǎƛǘŜ ς ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ 

have to be a blog.  Use the site (or sites) you have found to give you ideas for layout and 

colours. 

AN ESSENTIAL TOOL 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜΣ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻǇȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎ ǳǎŜŘΦ  όwŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ 

ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊǎ ς if you are fussy about how colours 

appear, it would be well worth checking the appearance of your site on several monitors). 

To copy colours from another site use PixieΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻƴŜΣ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘΣ ǘƻƻƭΦ  

LǘΩǎ ŦǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǳǎŜǎ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƴƻ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΦ  tƛȄƛŜ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƳŀǘŎƘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊs exactly by giving 

you the html, rgb and other codes for whichever colour your mouse cursor is pointing at.  

http://www.nattyware.com/pixie.php
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CHAPTER 1 ς GETTING STARTED 

ACTIVATE THE THEME 

¶ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ς see the separate sheet 

άLƴǎǘŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀ bŜǿ ²ƻǊŘǇǊŜǎǎ ¢ƘŜƳŜέ 

¶ If ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀŎǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά¢ƘŜƳŜǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ 

hand menu in your WordPress dashboard 

 

¶ Find the Atahualpa theme and click on 

ά!ŎǘƛǾŀǘŜέ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ά!ǘŀƘǳŀƭǇŀ ¢ƘŜƳŜ hǇǘƛƻƴǎέ ŀŘŘŜŘ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά!ǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƳŜƴǳέ ƛƴ ²ƻǊŘǇǊŜǎǎΦ  /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦ 

5hbΩ¢ t!bL/ΗΗ  The first time you look at the options menu it can be overwhelming.  We 

are going to take things one step at a time. 

5hbΩ¢ expect to learn all the options at once.  You will quickly get a feel for how the theme 

works  - and will learn to use the bits you need when you need them. 

DO ς work with two tabs open in your browser, one with your admin area and one with 

your website. 

MAKE ONE CHANGE AT A TIME.  I have found this is the key to  learning 

and using this theme.  Make one change at a time.  Save after each 

change, change to the tab displaying your site, REFRESH to see what 

difference your change has made.  
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άh¦¢ hC ¢I9 .h·έ {¢¸LES 

A lot has changed since I first used Atahualpa.  One big change is that the theme comes with 

5 built-in styles for you to choose from.   

Although I never use any of these as they are, they make good starting points depending on 

the look you are after. 

¶ Before you do anything else, I suggest you try importing each of the 5 styles and 

looking to see what effect they have on your site. 

USING THE 5 CUSTOM STYLES 

Atahualpa has the ability to import/export the theme settings (more about that later).  This 

feature enables you to import the settings files for the different styles. 

Flynn, the author of Atahualpa, has included import files for 5 different looks.   

¶ To use these you need to have downloaded the 

theme from the Bytes for All website, as 

recommended at the start of this tutorial 

 

¶ If you look in the folder on your computer and 

ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŀ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǎǘȅƭŜǎέ  

 

¶ Open this folder and inside you will 5 different 

style sheets which you can import to change the look of the theme  

  

http://wordpress.bytesforall.com/
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HOW TO IMPORT THE STYLES 

¶ After you have activated the theme, go to the Atahualpa theme 

settings in the Wordpress dashboard. 

¶ Look for Export/Import Settings at the top of the theme options 

menu 

¶ /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά¦ǇƭƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ LƳǇƻǊǘέ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀǘŜ 

one of the theme styles on your 

computer. 

¶ For this tutorial we are going to use the 

ata-classic style 
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IMPORTANT NOTE 

Some of the differences between the styles ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀŘŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά!ŘŘ 

I¢a[κ/{{ ƛƴǎŜǊǘǎέ ŀǊŜŀΦ   

As I have tried to make this tutorial beginner friendly and include the 

minimum of code, I suggest you learn how to handle the main theme 

options before looking in here.  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƘȅ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ 

included this area in this tutorial. 

If you are comfortable with CSS then you will find no problem in understanding the extra 

code that has been added here. 

For everyone else, I suggest you start with the ata.classic style ς the original look 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǳǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǿŀǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ όƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅύ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŎƻŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

NOTE ς that the ata.classic style now has code here to help you define the H1, H2, H3 etc 

styles of your theme. 

WHAT DO THE 5 PRESET STYLES LOOK LIKE? 

Here are some screenshots of each of the styles as they look when first imported. 

ATA-ROUND 

This style uses round corners ς BUT ς 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ round in Internet 

Explorer.  They will display ok in 

Firefox, Chrome, Opera, Safari  and 

most other browsers. 

 

ATA-DEFAULT2 

This is the style that shows by 

default when you first install 

Atahualpa 3.5.1 
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ATA-DEFAULT 

This is similar in appearance 

to the ata-round style.  It is more 

browser safe as there are no 

rounded corners. 

 

 

 

ATA-CLASSIC 

The original design and the one this 

tutorial was originally based on.  If 

you are using this tutorial for the 

first time, I suggest that you install 

this style until you gain confidence 

with manipulating the theme. 

 

ATA-ADSENSE 

Similar to ata-default2, but with 

room for you to use a block of 

Google Adsense in the header. 

 

 

 

 

 

BEFORE WE GO ANY FURTHER 

Start by IMPORTING the ata-classic style (see instructions on p8) 
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CHAPTER 2 ς STARTING TO USE THE THEME 

A QUICK LOOK AT THE THEME OPTIONS MENU 

 You will see that the options menu is broken 

down into categories.   

I have to say now that there are some options I 

rarely use. 

I hope this tutorial will teach you the basics and 

give you the confidence to experiment with the 

theme options. 

I know very little php, css or html.  Google is my 

friend and I have used it on many occasions to 

help me find bits of code to use with this theme. 

 

 

 

 

STYLE AND CONFIGURE LAYOUT 

SETTING THE WIDTH OF YOUR SITE 

¶ We are going to start by choosing ά{ǘȅƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŜ [ŀȅƻǳǘέ ς the bit 

highlighted in orange below. 

 

 

 

¶ The first thing I change for all my sites is the layout width and type 

 

¶ I like FIXED width sites.  Fluid width sites adjust to the size of 

ȅƻǳǊ ǳǎŜǊΩǎ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΦ  ¢ŜȄǘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎǎ ƳƻǾŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ 

ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊΦ 

Click the camera to 

view this as a video 

http://screencast.com/t/xIUslTWlp
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¶ Using a FIXED width ensures your text and graphics stay in the same place.  

REMEMBER that not everyone uses high screen resolutions, or widescreen format 

monitors.  Older people especially prefer lower screen resolutions so that things 

appear bigger on the screen.  I have found that 950px fits most screens without 

asking users to use the horizontal scrollbar. 

YOUR FIRST CHANGE 

¶ Enter 950px (or whatever width you choose) in the box. ς as illustrated above. 

¶ {ŎǊƻƭƭ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƛƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ ά{ŀǾŜέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ς 

ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ƛǘΗ όWǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴΣ LΩǾŜ 

reproduced it at actual size)

 

 

¶ REMEMBER ς only make ONE change at a time.   

 

¶ REMEMBER ς to have two tabs open in your browser.  One with the theme options 

and one with the site ς like this  

 

 

¶ After you have clicked on save changes ς switch to the tab displaying your site and 

άǊŜŦǊŜǎƘέ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ 
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FLUID OR FIXED WIDTH? 

BEFORE ς fluid width, site adjusts to fill all screens 

όhǳǊ ƴŜǿ ǎƛǘŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ǘƘŜƳŜ άƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄέύ 

 

AFTER ς ŦƛȄŜŘ ǿƛŘǘƘ ƛƴ ǇƛȄŜƭǎΦ  {ƛǘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀŘƧǳǎǘ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ǎŎǊŜen 

(Our new site after the width has been set to 950px) 

 

  


















































































